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Territory, where slavery was prohibited by the Missouri Compromise,
had emancipated him. His suit involved the constitutionality of the
Missouri Compromise, if the court chose to cover all its ramifications,
and the Compromise might involve squatter sovereignty. Consequently,
if the tribunal should pass on the Compromise, it might also rule on the
question whether Congress, or territorial legislatures, had the right to
interfere with slavery in the territories. The Democratic leaders then
were sufficiently naive to believe that if the court adopted the southern
interpretation of the question the rest of the nation would accept it and
quietly'cease agitation. As the court of nine justices included seven
Democrats, five of them southern, the probability of a southern interpre-
tation was high.16 But would the court speak in time to relieve Buchanan
of the responsibility? That remained to be seen.
IV
While the badgered President elect struggled with publicity and
propaganda, with his inaugural in the back of his mind, he continued to
grapple with cabinet and patronage. These questions were complicated
by his decision regarding the Washington Union, on which Forney was
so bitter that he was about to upset the applecart in Pennsylvania. Bu-
chanan realized he must do something, and Forney had a second choice;
if he could not be the journalistic spokesman, he would like to be Bu-
chanan's mouthpiece in the Senate. Therefore he asked for Senator
Brodhead's seat, which the legislature was about to fill.
Buchanan had planned to support his friend Black for this position
but recognized the force of Forney's claim and after some hesitation
agreed to it. Unluckily, he proved clumsy at this type of interference.
He wrote a letter to one legislator, he sent word to others by messenger
and talked to those who came to see him. Some said he used promises
of patronage, especially to get rivals of Forney to withdraw. Unfortu-
nately a small bloc of Democrats from the western part of the common-
wealth refused to take Forney and thus gave an arch manipulator his
chance. Simon Cameron, once a Democratic Senator from Pennsylvania,
now a member of the "Opposition party," was quick to seize an oppor-
tunity. He still had a small personal following among the Democratic